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colleague, he reminded him that the war was a war not for dominion only, but for religion.
" Set up your banners in the name of Christ, for undoubtedly it is his cause. And let the reproach and shame that hath been for your sins, and through the misguidance of some, lift up your hearts to confidence in the Lord, and for the redemption of his honour from men who attribute their success to their idols, the work of their own hands. . . . The Lord himself hath a controversy with your enemies ; even with that Roman Babylon of which the Spaniard is the great underpiopper. In this respect we fight the Lord's battles."
The battle was long and hard. At the end of 1655, when Robert Sedgwick, the conqueror of Acadia, arrived at Jamaica with the first reinforcements, he found Fortescue dying, and the army
" in as sad and deplorable and distracted a condition as can be thought. The soldiery many dead, their carcases lying unburied in the highways and among bushes ; many of them that were alive walked about like ghosts or dead men, who, as I walked through the town, lay groaning and crying out, ' Bread, for the Lord's sake !' "
Much of this suffering was due not to hardships or necessity, but to the mismanagement of the commanders and the misconduct of the men. Though they were dying at the rate of a hundred a week, the survivors would do nothing to secure themselves against the climate, or to provide for their future subsistence. " Dig or plant they neither can nor will, but do rather starve than work/' complained